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1 Intr oduction

| decidedto migratefrom FrameMaler to LyX. The Linux FrameMaler demo
is expiring on December31, 2000 andtheir versionsfor other platformsare so
expensve, it is time to moveon.

| hacledthis Perlcorverterfrom MIF files to LyX — originally to IATeXalso
but at somepoint| droppedhe IATEXversionandjust keptthe LyX one.

It works by translatingyour FrameMaler stylesinto their equialent LyX
styles. That's the whole idea. It doesnot corvert mathformulas(whereser you
hadaformula,it will appeatasa = a onthelLyX document):Sorry.

Mif2lyx doesagoodattemptto corverttablesandfigures.To corvert pixmap
formatsit calls“convert”, the excellentcommandhat’s partof the ImageMagick
packageAll figuresandtablesareputinto floats.

Mif2lyx is justa hack— but it getsthe job donefor me. Pleasenotify me if
you make ary coolimprovements.

2 Pre-Requisites

Mif2lyx is Perl, so you needPerl. Also you needthe modulemif2lyx by Earl
Hood,ehood@pobox.comAvailablefrom CFAN, http://www.cpan.og.
To corvertimagesmif2lyx callsimageMagicks convert. http://www.imagemagick.a.



3 Invocation
mf2lyx [-d] [-2] file[.mf] (file...)
Switches:

-d Delbug mode.Mif2lyx printslots of info telling you all it’ sdoing.

-2 Two-passnode.Sometimeyou needio make two passe$o loadall text boxes
thatarereferencedn the MIF sourcebeforebeingdefined. The two pass
modewill find the referenceon the first pass,theninsertit on the second
pass.

4 The.m2lfile

Mif2lyx doesnt know aboutthe definition of stylesin a FrameMaler document.
It will justignorethem.Insteadyou mustsupplyatableof equivalencesTablel
liststhedefaults.

Mif2lyx expectsto find a companionm2l file to every .mif file. Otherwise,
it will attemptto createa default . m2l file (fig. 1. You usually have to modify
this.m2lfile to suityour FrameMaler documentAll FrameMaler stylesusedon
your MIF documentbut not definedon the .m2lI file will be treatedasnone and
print anerrormessage.

4.1 Editing the .m2l file

The.m2lIfile consistof lineswith a FrameMaler paragraplstyle namefollowed
by an equalsign, or a FrameMaler characterstyle nameprecededy “f.” and
followedby the equalsign. Theright sideof the equalsigntells mif2lyx whatto
do, andit’s eithera mif2lyx stylenameor a MIF font style definition.

Most Mif2lyx stylesare just LyX styles, only with lowercasenames. But
someof them are special. The following mif2lyx stylestranslatedirectly into
LyX styles:

sectionsubsectionsubsubsectiorsection*,subsection*subsubsec-
tion*, caption,author title, abstractstandardguote,commentdate,
bibliography itemize,lyx-code,enumerate



| FrameMalerstyle | LyX layout |
Body Standard
Bulleted Itemize
CellBody none
CellHeading none
Footnote Standard
Headingl Section
Heading2 Subsection
HeadingRunln | SubSubsectiof
Indented Quote
Numbered Enumerate
Numberedl Enumerate
TableFootnote none
TableTitle none
Title Title
Emphasigfontstyle) emph

Body=st andard

Bul | et ed=bul | et ed

Cel | Body=i nvi si bl e

Cel | Headi ng=i nvi si bl e
Foot not e=st andard

Headi ngl=secti on

Headi ng2=subsecti on
Headi ngRunl n=subsubsecti on
I ndent ed=quot e

Nurber ed=enuner at e
Nunber edl=enuner at e

Tabl eFoot not e=i nvi sibl e
Tabl eTitl e=invisible
Title=title

f. enmphasi s=FAngl e. I talic

Tablel: Default Styles

Figurel: Default.m2lfile



4.2 “Special” styles
tt Usethis styleto introducea typewriter font

none Also calledinvisible, this style copiesthe text without introducinga new
style

noprint Ignoreall text in this style
centering Centerecparagraph

bibtex InsertsaBibTeX reference.

4.3 Font styles

Unfortunately we aredefiningthis with MIF notation.Here’s a list of supported
MIF styles.

Fposition.FSuperscript Superscript.LyX doesnt really supportsuperscript.t
works sometimegby introducinga little math formula. Samefor Fposi-
tion.FSubscript.

FWeight.Bold Bold
FAngle.ltalic Italic

FFamily.Symbol Symbolfont

5 Bibframe Support

| useBibframe to introducereferenceon FrameMaler. Bibframe introduces
BibTeX citationsby meansof variablescalled“cite-referencename™if2lyx will
translatethis into the correspondingitationreference.

6 Graphics and Figures

Anchoredramesin FrameMalerbecomdloatsin LyX. But sometimegoumight
wantto have justfigureswithoutthefloats. Thisis easyto changan the codebut
| haven't introducedt asanoption.



Figuresembeddedh aFrameMaler documentarenotunderstoodby Mif2lyx,
of course. Only thosereferenced within FrameMaler will be corverted. You
shouldnever embedfiguresin a document,FrameMaler or otherwise. Always
introduceasreferences.

Anyways, referencediguresare copiedinto a “graph” subdirectorycreated
for the purpose.

Fileswith extensions:ps, eps,epsi, PS,EPSandEPSI arenot copied,only
referencedy symboliclinks onthegraphsubdirectoryWindows userswill need
to modify this code,probably for Windows doesnt have symboliclinks, doesit?

A corversionis attemptedor all others.Thecommandconvert<original/directory/filenamea>
<graph/filename.epsx5 executedwhich corvertsjpegs, gifs, tiffs, etc. to encap-
sulatedpostscripif you have ImageMagicks corvert programin your path!

7 Conclusions

Mif2lyx wasuseful,for me. GoodLuck!
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